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OUR SCHOOL MOTTO 
Wisdom, Knowledge and Grace 

 
 
“Always remember to love one another.”   Sr Mary MacKillop   

 



 

 

Our School 

The Josephite Sisters established Holy Child Primary School, Dallas, in 1965 (Parish            
Reg). The Josephite ethos of pastoral care and community involvement are the            
hallmark of the Holy Child community. 
 
Holy Child School is part of the Dallas parish, which serves the suburbs of Coolaroo,               
Meadow Heights, Dallas, Upfield, Campbellfield and parts of Broadmeadows. 
 
Early in 2015, we celebrated 50 years, our silver jubilee, marking a significant milestone              
in our parish history. 
 
St. Mary MacKillop, in full Saint Mary Helen MacKillop, also called Saint Mary of the               
Cross, (born 15 January 1842, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia - died 8 August 1909,             
North Sydney, New South Wales, Australia and canonized 17 October 2010. Feast day             
8 August, religious figure, educator, and social reformer who was the first Australian             
beatified by the Roman Catholic Church and the first Australian to be recognised as one               
of its saints.  
 
The staff and children of Holy Child School, Dallas are proud that their school was the                
first in Australia to start a children’s Mary MacKillop group! 
 
 
 
 

Australia's first Saint 
"Let us try to keep God with us by charity of thought, word and act." 

15 September1890 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Melbourne
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/August
https://www.britannica.com/place/Sydney-New-South-Wales
https://www.britannica.com/place/New-South-Wales
https://www.britannica.com/topic/beatification
https://www.britannica.com/topic/beatification
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Roman-Catholicism
https://www.britannica.com/topic/saint/Saints-in-Western-religions#ref34119


 

 

 
Principal Message 

Mr Alan Smith 

principal@hcdallas.catholic.edu.au 

 
 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
  
Congratulations – we are now coming to the end of Week 6 – 
that’s six weeks of learning from home with us all working 
together to support our students.  Thank you, once again, for 
all of the fantastic work you have been doing at home. 
  
The time has come for our Prep-Year 2 students to come back to school.  We have been 
working very hard to make sure everything is in place to keep all of the children, staff and our 
families safe at Holy Child.  The following information is VERY IMPORTANT.  Please read it 
carefully. 
  
Monday 25 May:  There is NO SCHOOL on this day.  Teachers will be working together to make 
sure that all of the final preparations are complete for students to return to school.  They will 
not be sending work through Google Classroom for students to complete.  Those children who 
have been coming to school and completing their work there will also need to stay home on 
Monday.  Unfortunately our Outside School Hours Care program IS NOT running on Monday 25 
May. 
  
Tuesday 26 May:  Children in Prep-Year 2 will be learning at school.  Children in Years 3-6 will 
be learning at home.  Those children in Years 3-6 who have permission from Mr Smith to learn 
at school will also be able to attend (If your child has been given to work at school for the last 
few weeks, they are still able to come next week). 
  
Physical Distancing:  Even though students are able to learn at school, ALL ADULTS must 
remember that we are to stay 1.5m apart at all times.  We have a number of systems in place to 
help with this.  The Australian Health Protection Principal Committee (AHPPC) has advised that 
a ‘venue density rule’ of no more than one person per four square metres is not appropriate or 
practical in classrooms or corridors, nor is maintaining 1.5 metres between students during 
classroom activities. Therefore, the previously established ratio of 10 students per class is no 
longer required in schools. 
  
School Drop Off:  So that we don’t have too many adults arriving at any one time, we will have 
three different drop off times for our students: 

Year 2 8:40am 
Prep 8:50am 
Year 1 9:00am 
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We will have two different places for children to enter the school – the tennis court on Corinella 
Crescent and the front gates on Blair Street.  This will be a stop, drop and go area: 
  

STOP with your child/children at the gate, paying attention to the markings on the 
ground to keep all adults 1.5m away from each other. 
  
DROP your child at the school gate, where they will have their temperature taken.  If 
your child has a temperature of 37.2 or higher, they are unable to attend school. 
  
GO back to your car and drive safely home.  We need the carparks to be as free as 
possible so that all families can use them so please do not stand talking with others. 

  
Parents are unable to enter the school grounds, unless they have permission from Mr Smith. 
  
If you have children in two or more grades, YOU CAN CHOOSE which time you come (e.g. If you 
have one child in Year 2 and another child in Prep you can come at 8:40am OR 8:50am) 
  
If your child is showing ANY signs of illness they MUST STAY HOME until all symptoms are gone. 
  
School Pick Up:  We will again have three different times: 

Year 2 3:00pm 
Prep 3:10pm 
Year 1 3:20pm 

  
Parents will wait to collect their child from OUTSIDE the school grounds, being sure to stay 1.5m 
away from one another.  You will collect your child FROM THE SAME GATE YOU DROPPED 
THEM OFF IN THE MORNING.  Staff will be on yard duty supervising students as they are 
collected. 
  
If you have children in more than one grade, they will all leave school together with the ELDEST 
SIBLING (e.g. If you have one child in Year 2 and another in Prep, they will leave school at 
3:00pm). 
  
There will be some changes to drop off and pick up times from June 9 when all children return 
to school. 
  
Winter School Uniform:  All children should arrive at school in their full winter school uniform. 
  
Hygiene:  We will be reminding children about the importance of washing/sanitising their 
hands throughout the day as well as coughing into their elbow.  It would be very helpful if you 
could also remind them of this at home.  Another important safety measure will be that 
CHILDREN CANNOT DRINK FROM THE BUBBLERS.  Please send your child to school with a 
water bottle (write their name on it).  Children using any shared equipment will use hand 
sanitizer before and after – this includes the use of playground equipment.  Sporting equipment 
used at lunch breaks will be cleaned daily with an antibacterial spray each day. 
 
  

 



 

 

Separate Play Areas:  Schools have been advised to reduce mixing of students where possible. 
For this reason, Year levels will be assigned different play areas: 

Front of the school Prep & Year 1 
Front playground and area beside the Hub Year 2 
Oval and back playground Year 3/4 
Tennis courts Year 5/6 

  
Looking after Unwell Students:  If a child becomes unwell during the day they will be sent to 
Sick Bay and their parents will be phoned immediately to organise collection.  To help us with 
this, please ENSURE THAT YOU ALWAYS ANSWER PHONE CALLS FROM HOLY CHILD.  You MUST 
give your current contact details to the office (please phone if you need to let us know about 
your new phone number).  As is our normal practice, the teachers administering first aid will 
wear gloves (and other personal protective equipment if necessary).  The Sick Bay or meeting 
room will be thoroughly cleaned after it has been occupied by an unwell child. 
 
If any staff or students are diagnosed with COVID-19, we will contact the Department of Health 
and Human Services and be guided by them in our next steps. 
 
School Cleaning:  Our school cleaners have been advised of the new cleaning requirements to 
ensure that our school follows the guidelines set by the Australian Department of Health.  In 
addition to this, all “high touch surfaces” (e.g. door handles, benches, chairs, tables, light 
switches) will be cleaned at 1:30pm each day. 
 
Thank you all for following these expectations as it will keep us all safe. 
 
God Bless, 
Alan Smith 
   

 



 

 

Deputy Principal Message 

 

Mrs Bernadette Venables 

bvenables@hcdallas.catholic.edu.au 

 
Education in Faith News 

This week is Catholic Care Family Week.  At Holy Child, we are 

incredibly grateful for the ways our families support us helping 

our children to learn and grow in wisdom, knowledge and grace. 

This has been especially noticeable in the last 6 weeks when 

most children have been learning from home! 

  

We know that strong relationships are crucial in life, and that when we build positive 

relationships with our families, our children (and their children alike) are more likely to 

experience the same as they grow and start their own families. 

  

Perhaps you could do something this weekend to celebrate Family Week: 

 

● When you are out on a family walk in the community, take photos of your favourite 

family places.  When you get home, talk together about why these places are special for 

you. 

● Around the dinner table, talk together about what makes your family special – How 

does each person contribute to the family?  What special traditions/rituals do you 

celebrate together?  What are the most memorable times you have shared together? 

What do you love about one another? 

● Take time to pray together as a family – perhaps before meals or at the end of the day. 

You could pray a traditional prayer (such as the rosary) or share your own prayers (e.g. 

asking God to bless different members of your family or thanking God for the people in 

your family) 

  

Loving God, 

We ask you to bless our family. 

Bless us as we share time together 

Bless us as we go about our work 

Bless us as we take joy in the events that we share 

Bless us as we support one another 

Bless us in our love for one another and help us to share this love with others. 

  

We make this prayer, through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Upcoming Events 

May 

25 Monday NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 
Teachers preparing for learning to resume at school 

26 Tuesday Children in Prep, Year 1 and Year 2 return to school at Holy Child 
Children in Years 3-6 continue learning from home 

June 

8 Monday NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 
Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

9  Tuesday All students return to school at Holy Child 

21 Suspended until further notice 
Sacramental Dates 2020: Confirmation (usually celebrated in Year 5 or 6) 
Sunday: Sacrament 

25 Thursday Last day of Term 2 for students 

26 Friday NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 
Teacher professional learning day 

July 

13 Monday First day of Term 3 

17 Friday Semester 1 Report Cards sent home 

August 

  
1-2 

Suspended until further notice 
Sacramental Dates 2020: Eucharist (usually celebrated in Year 3) 
Saturday and Sunday: Commitment Masses 

  
19 

Suspended until further notice 
Sacramental Dates 2020: Eucharist (usually celebrated in Year 3) 
Wednesday: Family Evening 

21 Friday Enrolment Applications close  

September 

  
13 

Suspended until further notice 
Sacramental Dates 2020: Eucharist (usually celebrated in Year 3) 
Sunday: Sacrament 

 



 

 

 

October 

24 Saturday Our Lady of Fatima statue will be at Holy Child as part of a Parish celebration of 
our Lady 

November 

     

December 

     

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 

 



 

 

Community Assistance 

CRISIS SERVICES  

 

 



 

 

ENGLISH 
Food-bank Program 

In response to the COVID-19 health crisis, Kenley Court Neighbourhood House in partnership with 
Northpoint Centre  is continuing its support to our community by running 

Food-bank Program on Thursdays from 1 pm to 3 pm. 

Please be advised that the centre will ONLY be open during this time and we will ONLY serve 15 clients 
at a time. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

If you have any enquiries, please contact Michael on 0406 323 001 or email 
Michael.m@banksiagardens.org.au 

ARABIC 

 
VIETNAMESE 
Chương trình ngân hàng thực phẩm 

Để đối phó với cuộc khủng hoảng sức khỏe COVID-19, Nhà hàng xóm của Kenley hợp tác với Trung tâm 
Northpoint đang tiếp tục hỗ trợ cho cộng đồng của chúng tôi bằng cách điều hành 

Chương trình ngân hàng thực phẩm vào thứ năm từ 1 giờ chiều đến 3 giờ chiều. 

Xin lưu ý rằng trung tâm sẽ CHỈ được mở trong thời gian này và chúng tôi sẽ CHỈ phục vụ 15 khách hàng 
cùng một lúc. 

Cảm ơn bạn đã hợp tác của bạn. 

Nếu bạn có bất cứ thắc mắc nào, xin vui lòng liên hệ với Michael theo số 0406 323 001 hoặc email 
Michael.m@banksiagardens.org.au 

 



 

 

Multilingual Resources on COVID-19 
Banksia Gardens Community Services in partnership with DPV health have been working            
together to provide information about coronavirus into a range of community languages.  

That information can be accessed here  bit.ly/DPVSupport. 
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Sacramental Dates 2020 

Due to Covid19 
all sacramental dates are suspended until further notice 

  

Eucharist (usually celebrated in Year 3) 

● Commitment Masses:  1-2 August 

● Family Evening:  19 August 

● Sacrament:  13 September 

  

Confirmation (usually celebrated in Year 5 or 6) 

● Commitment Masses:  2-3 May 

● Family Evening: 27 May 

● Sacrament:  21 June 

  

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

Parents   
Due to health and safety, we are not able to reheat children's food at 

school.  

 Please do not send food that needs re-heating.  

Thank you. 

  

 



 

 

Enrolments 
 
Year 7 2022 Enrolments Now Open 
Penola Catholic College 
Applications close Friday, 21 August 2020 
Limited enrolment places for some years levels are available for 2021 
 
Year 7 2022 Enrolments Now Open 
Kolbe Catholic College 
Applications close Friday, 21 August 2020. 
Due to COVID-19, enrolments will be accepted and processed remotely.  For further 
details, email registrar@kolbecc.catholic.edu.au or call 8339 3060. 
 

Scholarships 2021 
 
Kolbe Catholic College 
Academic Scholarships available now for Year 7 2021 
For more information, contact:  8339 3060 or registrar@kolbecc.catholic.edu.au  
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HUB  
Term 2 

 

 



 

 

 

Holy Child Primary School is committed to the safety, 
wellbeing and protection of the children in our care 

 
 

 

 

227 Blair Street, Dallas 3047 Victoria 

Tel: 9309 1620 
Fax: 9309 7813 

Email: principal@hcdallas.catholic.edu.au 
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