
 

8 August 

HOLY CHILD PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Safe, happy and ready to learn 

Welcome to this week’s Newsletter! 

Holy Child Primary School is the parish primary 
school of Dallas, which serves the suburbs of 
Coolaroo, Meadow Heights, Dallas, Upfield, 
Campbellfield and parts of Broadmeadows. 

The Josephite Sisters established Holy Child 
Primary School, Dallas, in 1965 (Parish Reg). The 
Josephite ethos of pastoral care and community 
involvement are the hallmark of the Holy Child 
community. 

St. Mary MacKillop, in full, Saint Mary Helen 
MacKillop, also called Saint Mary of the Cross, 
(born 15 January 1842, Melbourne, Victoria, 
Australia - died 8 August 1909, North Sydney, New 
South Wales, Australia and canonized 17 October 
2010. St Mary MacKillops Feast Day is 8 August. 

We are proud that Holy Child Primary was the first 
in Australia to start a children’s Mary MacKillop 
group! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

AUGUST 
Monday 11 August 
School Closure Day 
Out of School Hours Care available from 
6.30am until 6pm 

Monday 18 August- Friday 22 August 
Book Week  

SEPTEMBER 
Friday 19 September at 3:20pm 
Last day of Term 3 (Staff & Students) 
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HELLO 
 



 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
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Hello Community! 

I have been travelling overseas and returned to Holy Child Primary School on Monday. I was 
really touched to be greeted by so many students and families who asked me ‘How am I 
going?’ and ‘Did I enjoy my trip?’  Thank you, I am well, and I did have a fantastic trip.  More 
importantly I ask, ‘How are our students and families going?’  

My trip allowed lots of moments of reflection and an opportunity to nurture myself spiritually 
as well as learning new information about different cultures. (As well as doing lots of walking). 

I took this photo at a Catholic shrine in Croatia named ‘Stone Gate’.  The significance of this 
place as a Catholic Shrine is: 

• Marian Chapel: The Stone Gate houses a small chapel that serves as a shrine to the 
Virgin Mary, with her image housed behind a protective metal grille. 

• Place of Worship: Believers visit the Stone Gate to light candles, pray, and leave 
messages of gratitude, a tradition that continues to this day. 

• Miraculous Event: The site's importance is rooted in a 1731 fire that destroyed the 
surrounding area but left a painting of the Virgin Mary miraculously untouched, 
prompting the creation of the chapel. 

• Protector of Zagreb: The "Virgin Mary of Stone Gate" was named the protector of 
Zagreb, highlighting its central role in the spiritual lives of the city's inhabitants.  

Sitting in an empty space I reflected and offered prayers for the community, parents, students 
and staff of Holy Child.      

I said a prayer for you today and I know God must have heard, 

I felt the answer in my heart, even though he spoke no word. 

I didn’t ask for wealth or fame, I knew you wouldn’t mind, 

I asked him to send treasures of a far more loving kind. 

I asked that he’d be near you, at the start of each new day, 

To grant you health and blessings and friends to share your way. 

I asked for happiness for you, in all things great and small, 

But it was for his loving care, I prayed for most of all. 

(Author unknown) 

I had many great experiences in several countries. However, the saying, ‘There’s no place like 
home’ is a true one indeed.  Very happy to be back! 
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 Looking forward to a fantastic Term Three. God bless! 

Guy Toomey 
Deputy Principal and Religious Education and Faith Leader 
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GRADE STUDENT 

Prep EC Marita Yousif for trying your hardest in all your work. You have tried very hard to sound out new 
words! Keep up the great work!   
(Present certificate to Ariel at week 5 assembly as we are on excursion) 

Prep AM Ariel Vu for your fantastic effort in Maths and counting together 2 small collections to find the total in 
a number story. Keep up the great effort Ariel!  
(Present certificate to Ariel at week 5 assembly as we are on excursion) 

1BC Lorraine Hanna for always showing respect by listening carefully, following directions the first time, 
and waiting patiently to speak. Your calm focus and thoughtful behaviour help make our classroom a 
great place to learn! Keep up the amazing work Lorraine. 

1KF Chloe Saliba for consistently putting in her best effort in all learning activities with enthusiasm and a 
positive attitude. Her eagerness to participate and willingness to take on challenges makes her a 
valuable student of the classroom. She is always ready to contribute ideas and support others. Keep 
up the amazing work Chloe! 

2BD Rozita Neamat for showing an eagerness to learn in all areas and being a co-operative, hardworking 
student applying her energies to producing high quality results. Keep up the great work! 

2SV Ashuraya Rasho for working very hard with your learning in class and for making big leaps and 
strides in your writing. You came to school this term ready to learn and that is clear in how you do 
your classwork. Keep up the amazing work! 

Anokeen Yokhanna for consistently focusing on your work both in school and your home reading. 
You have tried very hard to do your best in every lesson and we are all impressed and proud with your 
listening skills this week. Keep up the amazing work! 

3/4 CM Meron Yousif for being a persistent learner and working extremely hard and contributing during class 
discussions. Well done, Meron, you should be so proud of yourself! 

Mary Yacoub - For trying her hardest in class and having a go. Mary, you have been a persistent 
learner who has been working well. Congratulations Mary, you should be so proud of yourself! 

3/4 JC Jack Deir for showing adaptability and persistence in your new surroundings. We welcome you to 
Holy Child and we are happy to welcome you into our class. Keep up the amazing work!!  

Yeshua Isho for your increasing learning and persistence in all areas. You have shown with a little 
collaboration and creativity anything can happen. I am incredibly proud of you. Keep up the amazing 
work!! 

Gabriella Fogas for you self- managing and continuing learning even when you are away. You have 
shown persistence in your studies and have shown that even when issues arise, we can continue to 
become the best version of yourself. Keep up the amazing work!! 

3/4 SM Esos Andryous:  congratulations Esos!  You have approached each task with focus and dedication. 
Your positive mindset allows you to grow in understanding and knowledge.  You love learning and 
sharing your knowledge.  

We celebrate your success  

Sophia Thapa: you love learning and inspire others with your wisdom and knowledge. Your modesty 
and respect shown to peers and adults is exemplary. Above all you consistently show compassion and 
understanding, always striving for excellence. Your actions reflect our Holy Child’s Community values: 
Wisdom, Knowledge, Grace. 
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GRADE STUDENT 

5/6 JR Alissa Hana for being a persistent learner across all subjects. You always put 100% into your learning 
and are willing to give a helping hand to others. 

Andiryas Albazi for demonstrating persistence in adding fractions with unrelated denominators. 
Keep up the great work Andiryas! 

5/6 MM Addi Mansour for making strong efforts in his writing and is working hard to develop more complex 
sentence structures. Well done, Addi! 

5/6 SB Mahmoud Mohammad for being an open-minded learner who always contributes to our class 
discussions with insightful comments and ideas, well done Mahmoud! 

LOTE Stephanie Nguyen-Tran for demonstrating persistence in learning.  

Congratulations for demonstrating an attitude that shows determination and resilience. 

Visual 
Arts 

Sophia Thapa: excellent contribution in class when learning about Italy and its place in the world. 

Nila Moradi: fantastic effort in Art with her contributing an in-depth work of her self-portrait. Thank 
you for making me welcome to your school. 

 

 



 

PREP 
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100 Days of Prep!!!! 

On Friday 25 July, the children in Prep AM and Prep EC celebrated 100 days of Prep. We had 
counted down the days by putting a sticker on a chart every day. We started off our day with a 
mini parade and the Prep children visited each classroom around the school and Mr Smith’s office 
to show everyone their amazing outfits. Each child was presented with a special certificate to 
mark the 100th day. During reading and writing time we did activities related to 100, such as 
cutting out 100 words from magazines, writing down 100 different words on a chart and making a 
collage in the digits for 100. In mathematics we made groups of different amounts using 100 
blocks, made a domino show with 100 dominoes and played race to 100. We then spent the 
afternoon with our Year 5 buddies where we made bracelets and necklaces with our names. 
Thanks to everyone who helped the teachers prepare resources for the day. Special thanks to the 
parents who also helped by organising great costumes for their children!  
 

Miss Chepanidis Prep EC and Mr Marchione Prep AM 
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On Friday 1 August, children in Prep AM and Prep EC went on an excursion to Bundoora Park 
Farm. We went to the farm because we wanted to learn more about living things and what they 
need to survive. As part of our learning in Religious Education, we have talked about how to care 
for God’s gift of Creation and visiting the farm helped us to understand this better too.  

We had wonderful weather, although the day was a little foggy to begin with. We all had our 
gumboots on as it was a bit muddy in some parts of the farm. We participated in many activities 
including: 

- a farm tour 
- feeding many animals including cows, goats, guinea pigs and sheep 
- we had a lesson about living things in the farm classroom 
- composting by scooping up and mixing animal poo and hay  
- a tractor ride around the park and farm where we were able to see kangaroos and emus up 

close  
- sowing broad bean seeds that we were able to take home.  

The children had a fantastic time and were wonderful. Thank-you also to the staff, volunteers and 
parent helpers for your support on the day.  

 
Miss Chepanidis Prep EC and Mr Marchione Prep AM 
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New Sports Polo – Coming Term 1, 2026 

We’re excited to let you know that a new Sports Polo will be introduced from Term 1, 2026. 
Please see below for a preview! 

• Cost: $30.00 (available in sizes 4 to Large) 

• Available: From the start of the 2026 school year 

���� Good news! You are not required to purchase the new Sports Polo straight away. 
Students can continue to wear their existing Sports T-shirt until it needs replacing. 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Offer – Current Sports T-shirt 

To prepare for the change, from Term 3, 2025, the current Sports T-shirt 
will be sold at a special price of $10.00 (all sizes) — until sold out. 

Get in early to grab a bargain



  

ONLINE SAFETY 
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NATIONALLY CONSISTENT COLLECTION OF DATA (NCCD) 
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HEALTHY LUNCHBOXES 
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الصحیة  الغداء صنادیق  
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HUB 

 

21 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 

  



 

23 

   
GATES OPEN 

GATES CLOSE 
8:30AM 
3:40PM 

 
School begins 8:45am sharp Children playing outside the school grounds, before and after 

school, are not supervised until 8.30am before school and up 
to 3.40pm after school. Many children are going to the Jack 
Culpin Car Park\Reserve and Gibbs Reserve, before and after 
school, to wait for their parents’ drop-off and pick-up. We are 
not able to supervise your children in these areas. 

Please ensure that your children are collected from the 
School Grounds in Area 1. If your child is not collected by 
3.40pm they are to be collected from the Reception Foyer. 

 
Lunch 10:50am to 11:40am 

 
Recess 1:40pm to 2:15pm 

 
School ends 3:20pm 

SUNSMART 

Australia has one of the highest rates of skin cancer in the world.  

In Victoria, from September through to the end of April, average UV 
levels are 3 and above, which is when UV radiation can damage skin 
and eyes and lead to skin cancer.  When the UV Index is 3 and above: 

 Slip on sun-protective clothing. 
 Slop on SPF30+, broad-spectrum, 

water-resistant sunscreen; put it on 20 
minutes before you go outdoors and 
every two hours afterwards. 

 Slap on a hat that protects your face, 
head, neck, and ears. 

 Seek shade. 
 Slide on some sunglasses - make sure 

they meet Australian Standards. 

Holy Child is a SunSmart School, and we enforce NO HAT 
NO PLAY. 

Children must wear the school hat during the break times at school. 

FOOD AND DRINK 

During warmer weather, DRINK 
MORE WATER 

As the weather warms up it is 
important that our children drink 
regularly.  

Children will need a clearly named 
and refillable drink bottle. 

Please do not send food that needs 
re-heating. 

Due to health and safety, we are 
unable to heat children's food at 
school. 

During cooler weather 

As the weather cools, ensure 
children are appropriately dressed 
for cold rainy days and if they are 
wearing a beanie or gloves that 
they are navy blue or black.   

Beanies are available for purchase 
at the school. 

Parent Parking 

 This is a reminder for all parents that the 
parking at the front of the school is to be 
used for drop off and pick up only. 

 No cars should be parking there for more 
than 10 minutes allowing enough time to 
pick up or drop off your children.  

 You should not be parking in the disabled 
parking bay, nor should you be parking in 
front of the gate.  The gate needs to be clear 
at all times for emergency access.  

 

 

Holy Child Primary School 
is a Smoke-Free Zone 
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Parent Parking 
 This is a reminder for all parents that the parking 

at the front of the school is to be used for drop off 
and pick up only. 

 No cars should be parking there for more than 10 
minutes allowing enough time to pick up or drop 
off your children.  

 You should not be parking in the disabled parking 
bay, nor should you be parking in front of the gate.  
The gate needs to be clear at all times for 
emergency access.  

 

Picking up children early 
Dear Parents / Guardians / Carers, 

Due to staff shortages, we strongly discourage 
you from collecting your children during these 
break times: 

• first break, which is between 11am until 
11.40am 

• second break, which is between 1.40 pm 
until 2.20pm 

• after 3:00 pm, unless it is an emergency. 

Please note that if you do show up during break times, you will need to wait until 
children return to their classrooms. 

Please understand that staff will be unable to help you until the children have 
returned to their classrooms. 

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.  

Alan Smith, 
Principal 
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Live Your Best Life in Love... 

A Marriage Encounter weekend is for you… 

Every married couple deserves this very special weekend. 

Time-out to nurture your most precious relationship away from life's distractions.   

The two of you will come away from your weekend feeling more deeply connected  

and with tools to help keep your renewed intimacy alive. 

No group sharing is required. 

The weekend is based around Catholic values. Couples of all faiths are very welcome. 

Please check our website for details and to book your special weekend: 

 

We have 2 further weekends on offer this year 

    October 3-5 at Tooleybuc Sporting Club / Tooleybuc Motor Inn - a great weekend 
getaway 

    October 10-12 at St Paul's Retreat Centre, Wantirna South 

Starts Friday evening at 7pm and finishes Sunday afternoon around 4:30pm 

 

Information/Bookings: Phone Mercy & James 0409 183 676 or 

Email: vicbookings@wwme.org.au    Website: wwme.org.au 

 

 

mailto:vicbookings@wwme.org.au
http://www.wwme.org.au/

