
 

  

17 October 
 

HOLY CHILD PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Safe, happy and ready to learn 

Welcome to this week’s Newsletter! 

Holy Child Primary School is the parish primary 
school of Dallas, which serves the suburbs of 
Coolaroo, Meadow Heights, Dallas, Upfield, 
Campbellfield and parts of Broadmeadows. 

The Josephite Sisters established Holy Child 
Primary School, Dallas, in 1965 (Parish Reg). The 
Josephite ethos of pastoral care and community 
involvement are the hallmark of the Holy Child 
community. 

St. Mary MacKillop, in full, Saint Mary Helen 
MacKillop, also called Saint Mary of the Cross, 
(born 15 January 1842, Melbourne, Victoria, 
Australia - died 8 August 1909, North Sydney, New 
South Wales, Australia and canonized 17 October 
2010. St Mary MacKillops Feast Day is 8 August. 

We are proud that Holy Child Primary was the first 
in Australia to start a children’s Mary MacKillop 
group! 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

OCTOBER 

Thursday 23 October 
Year 3 Excursion to Penola to watch 
Suessical Jr 
 
Thursday 30 October at 10am - 12pm 
in the school hall 
Optional attendance video launch: 
Supporting Children and Families 
Engage in Early Years and Education 
Settings 
 
Friday 31 October 
Year 4 Excursion to Penola for Penola 
Discovery Day 
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HELLO 



 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL MESSAGE 
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Dear Families, 

As we continue to learn and grow together this school year, it's important to remember the power 
of persistence and faith. In this week’s Gospel Reading, Luke 18:1-8, Jesus encourages us to 
remain persistent, even when things seem difficult. 

In this passage, Jesus tells the Parable of the Persistent Widow, a story about a woman who 
repeatedly comes before an unjust judge, asking for justice. Despite the judge’s reluctance, the 
widow’s persistence finally moves him to act. Jesus uses this story to show that if even an unjust 
judge can be moved by persistence, how much more will God respond to those who persist in 
faith and prayer. 

Jesus concludes the parable with a powerful question: “When the Son of Man comes, will he 
find faith on the earth?” This reminds us that persistence in prayer and faith is important. It is not 
about giving up when we don’t see immediate results but continuing to trust that God is working in 
our lives, even when we don’t always see the answers right away. 

There may be challenges along the way, but just like the widow in the parable, you are encouraged 
to keep going and to trust that your efforts will lead to progress. God is with you in your journey, 
guiding and supporting you every step of the way. 

Prayer 

Let us pray: 

"Dear God, thank You for Your constant love and support. Help us to be persistent in our 
learning and in our faith, trusting that You are with us through every challenge. Give us the 
strength to keep going, even when things feel difficult. May we always rely on Your wisdom 
and guidance. Amen." 

 

With blessings, 
Guy Toomey 
Acting Principal 

 

 



 

Social media age restrictions 
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The Australian Government is protecting young 
Australians at a critical stage of their development, 
through world-first social media age restrictions. 
From 10 December 2025, age-restricted social media platforms will have to take reasonable 
steps to prevent Australians under the age of 16 from creating or keeping an account. 

The restrictions aim to protect young Australians from pressures and risks that users can be 
exposed to while logged in to social media accounts. These come from design features that 
encourage them to spend more time on screens, while also serving up content that can harm 
their health and wellbeing. 

While no formal assessments have been made, the age restrictions are likely to apply 
to Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, TikTok, X (formerly Twitter) and YouTube, among other 
platforms. 

More generally, age restrictions will apply to social media platforms that meet three specific 
conditions, unless they are excluded based on criteria set in out in legislative rules made by 
the Minister for Communications in July 2025. 

The conditions for age restriction are: 

• the sole purpose, or a significant purpose, of the service is to enable online social 
interaction between two or more end-users 

• the service allows end-users to link to, or interact with, some or all the other end-users 

• the service allows end-users to post material on the service. 

Online gaming and standalone messaging apps are among several types of services that have 
been excluded under the legislative rules. However, messaging services that have social-
media style features which allow users to interact in other ways apart from messaging may be 
included in the age restrictions, as well as messaging features accessed through age-
restricted social media accounts. 

 

eSafety Commissioner 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-topics/esafety-guide/facebook
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-topics/esafety-guide/instagram
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-topics/esafety-guide/snapchat
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-topics/esafety-guide/tiktok
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-topics/esafety-guide/x
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-topics/esafety-guide/youtube
https://www.esafety.gov.au/young-people/online-gaming
https://www.esafety.gov.au/about-us/industry-regulation/social-media-age-restrictions


 

No Hat, No Play - Stay Safe in the Sun! 
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From October to April, all children must wear their hats during any outside 
activities. 

If a student doesn’t have a hat, a new one can be bought from the uniform shop. 

 

 



 

UNIFORM  

 

6 

New Sports Polo – Coming Term 1, 2026 
We’re excited to let you know that a new Sports Polo will be 

introduced from Term 1, 2026. 

Please see below for a preview! 

• Cost: $30.00 (available in sizes 4 to Large) 

• Available: From the start of the 2026 school year 

���� Good news! You are not required to purchase the new Sports Polo 
straight away. 

Students can continue to wear their existing Sports T-shirt until it 
needs replacing. 

 

 

 

 



BOOK CLUB
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Tuesday 

21 October 2025 



 

HEALTHY LUNCHBOXES 
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الصحیة  الغداء صنادیق  
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HUB 

 

10 
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GATES OPEN 

GATES CLOSE 
8:30AM 
3:40PM 

 
School begins 8:45am sharp Children playing outside the school grounds, before and after 

school, are not supervised until 8.30am before school and up 
to 3.40pm after school. Many children are going to the Jack 
Culpin Car Park\Reserve and Gibbs Reserve, before and after 
school, to wait for their parents’ drop-off and pick-up. We are 
not able to supervise your children in these areas. 

Please ensure that your children are collected from the 
School Grounds in Area 1. If your child is not collected by 
3.40pm they are to be collected from the Reception Foyer. 

 
Lunch 10:50am to 11:40am 

 
Recess 1:40pm to 2:15pm 

 
School ends 3:20pm 

SUNSMART 

Australia has one of the highest rates of skin cancer in the world.  

In Victoria, from September through to the end of April, average UV 
levels are 3 and above, which is when UV radiation can damage skin 
and eyes and lead to skin cancer.  When the UV Index is 3 and above: 

 Slip on sun-protective clothing. 
 Slop on SPF30+, broad-spectrum, 

water-resistant sunscreen; put it on 20 
minutes before you go outdoors and 
every two hours afterwards. 

 Slap on a hat that protects your face, 
head, neck, and ears. 

 Seek shade. 
 Slide on some sunglasses - make sure 

they meet Australian Standards. 

Holy Child is a SunSmart School, and we enforce NO HAT 
NO PLAY. 

Children must wear the school hat during the break times at school. 

FOOD AND DRINK 

During warmer weather, DRINK 
MORE WATER 

As the weather warms up it is 
important that our children drink 
regularly.  

Children will need a clearly named 
and refillable drink bottle. 

Please do not send food that needs 
re-heating. 

Due to health and safety, we are 
unable to heat children's food at 
school. 

During cooler weather 

As the weather cools, ensure 
children are appropriately dressed 
for cold rainy days and if they are 
wearing a beanie or gloves that 
they are navy blue or black.   

Beanies are available for purchase 
at the school. 

Parent Parking 

 This is a reminder for all parents that the 
parking at the front of the school is to be 
used for drop off and pick up only. 

 No cars should be parking there for more 
than 10 minutes allowing enough time to 
pick up or drop off your children.  

 You should not be parking in the disabled 
parking bay, nor should you be parking in 
front of the gate.  The gate needs to be clear 
at all times for emergency access.  

 

 

Holy Child Primary School 
is a Smoke-Free Zone 
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Parent Parking 
 This is a reminder for all parents that the parking 

at the front of the school is to be used for drop off 
and pick up only. 

 No cars should be parking there for more than 10 
minutes allowing enough time to pick up or drop 
off your children.  

 You should not be parking in the disabled parking 
bay, nor should you be parking in front of the gate.  
The gate needs to be clear at all times for 
emergency access.  

 

Picking up children early 
Dear Parents / Guardians / Carers, 

Due to staff shortages, we strongly discourage 
you from collecting your children during these 
break times: 

• first break, which is between 11am until 
11.40am 

• second break, which is between 1.40 pm 
until 2.20pm 

• after 3:00 pm, unless it is an emergency. 

Please note that if you do show up during break times, you will need to wait until 
children return to their classrooms. 

Please understand that staff will be unable to help you until the children have 
returned to their classrooms. 

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.  

Alan Smith, 
Principal 
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Register Now by scanning the code 

 

OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS CARE 
Holy Child Primary School, Dallas 

Program Times Permanent 
(Full Fee) 

Subsidy 
Rebate 90% 

Casual 
(Full Fee) 

Subsidy 
Rebate 90% 

Before 
School 

6:45AM - 8:45AM $24.20 $2.40 $29.20 $2.90 

      
After School 3:30PM - 6:30PM $33.20 $3.30 $38.20 $3.80 
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